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Women (ry to save
Crisis centres

No funds allocatecl in budget for centres formerly run by Centre
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The Benazir Bhutto Women's
Crisis Centres provide es-
somitial services to victims
of abuse and violence and
the Punjab  government
must make siare they do not
close down for lack of fund-
ing-after the devolution of
the Ministry for Women's
Development, said women's
rights activists and politicians
on Wednesday,

The Punjab government
has not allocated funds for
these centres in the budget.

| At internal meetings, offi-
cials have argued that thers
is already a network of public
darul amans {shelters) in the

| province and so the centres,

| which are run in partnerships
with NCOs, are not needed,

A crisis centre is the first
stage of contact for a woman
before admission to a shelter,

L

They assess a woman's needs
and the risks she faces, After
full assessment, she can get
access to legal advisers and
counsellors, She is then re-
ferred to a shelter, which can
be a darul aman public shelter
or a private shelter,

The crisis centres provide
seTvices to womern not avail-
able at darul amans, said
prominent wormen at a press
conference at the Lahore Prass
Club. “These centres are as
important as the 1122 service "
safd Justice (retirad) Nasira
Javid Igbal. “They provide psy-
chological and medical aid,
relocation and counselling.”

She said that police sta-
tions were not welcoming t
women. She said that there
zhould be action to save these
crisis centres before June 3a,
the end of the fiscal year.
Thete are 25 crisis centres
in Punjab including 12 in

¥ Tese centres
are as important
dsthe 1122
'l]‘]L'-.' Pron ide
psychological
and medical aid

service

Justice {retired)
MNasira Javid Igbal

Lahore.

MPA Amna Ulfat of the PML-
Cuaid) said that the govern-
ment-run women's shelters
were inadequate, “There is
nothing in damil amans for
homeless women. Saying that
they are encugh is very dis-
turbing to women,” she said,

Shamsa Ali of Tehreek-i-
Insaf said that all political
parties should work together
to save the centres from
closure, “There will be no
healthy kids in Pakistan if

there are no healthy women,”
she said,

Sajida Mir of the PFP said
that the state had failed to
protect women, “There i5 no
follow-up or record main-
tained of violence-stricken
women,” she said. “Where
are they planning to spend
the Rs1.5 billion supposed to
be spent on gender equity?”

She said that a female sta-
tion house officer should be
appointed at each police sta-
tion to handle complaints
from women. She said there
was also limited femnale par-
ticipation in governance.
*How many women are there
in the cabinet who have a con-
siderable role?”

Shameela Aslam of the
PML-N said that the crisis
centres were founded in 1988
undet her party’'s government
and Tehmina Daultana, a cur-
rent PML-N MNA, founded

the first centre in P

“3a the Punjab governt
not against the centre
chief minister has ass
he will provide a bett:
stiture for these centre
said,

She said that the 1
government had been
ing the centres, whi
temporary stafl and
buildings. She said tl
cases of 320 of 380 v
whe had sought legal
Punjab had been solve

Rifar Sultana Darofi
said thar the country”
wers out of touch wit
nary people.

“The policymakers c:
the pain of a mother
who has been kicked
her home after base
legations of adoitery
husband. There sht
more crisis centres a
legal aid,” she said,



